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businesstoolbox

Building maintenance

Will you be ready when 
the lights go out?

By Bernadette Braman

The integrity of the 
electrical grid has been a 
topic of discussion and 
debate for many years, 
and the bottom line to all 
of the discussion comes 
down to a question of 

not IF but WHEN we will experience a major 
and extended power outage. Will it be a terror-
ist attack on our infrastructure? Mother Nature 
reminding us who is really in charge? Or simply 
an internal breakdown of the grid’s infrastructure 
during a summer heat wave?

Without getting into conspiracy theories, it is 
my opinion that there are two major factors that 
will affect the likelihood of the power going out 
for extended periods of time in the Northeast 
region in the future: the combination of severe 
weather and the age and condition of the grid. 
When these two factors combine, extended 
outages are the likely outcome. Will you be 
prepared?

Statistics show that the number of significant 
power outages has risen from 76 in 2007 to 307 
in 2011. Think back to 1998 when over 3.5 mil-
lion people were affected by blackouts that hit 
Northeastern North America when transmission 
towers were destroyed by ice. In 2000‐2001, the 
Western U.S. energy crisis hit California, caus-
ing rolling blackouts and cutting power to 55 
million people lasting over 12 months. And a lot 
closer to home, who can forget the 2013 winter 
storm NEMO knocking out power to 655,000+ 
in Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut 
alone and some for a week or more?

While you may not have noticed, the average 
number of days in New England with tempera-
tures exceeding 90 degrees has doubled over the 
past 45 years and with global warming, the fre-
quency of severe storms is predicted to increase. 
Precipitation increases of about 10 percent are 
expected by the end of the century with mainly 
winter precipitations rising fastest in the form 
of rain as the average winter temperature is on 
the rise.

In a study conducted by Generac Power 
Systems, the average number of hours without 
power in Massachusetts over the past three years 
was 65.4 hours, and while these hours were not 
all concurrent, that is quite a few days without 

Looking to SAVE on your 
company’s energy bills?

Cape Light Compact can help!

For more information or to find out about 
other program offerings, please visit 

www.capelightcompact.org.
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CHOOSE FROM: Turf Builder Lawn Fertilizer • Step 1 Crabgrass Prevent
  Step 2 Weed Control • Step 3 Insect Control • Step 4 Fall Feed

5,000 & 15,000 sq. ft. 
Coverage Lawn 

Fertilizer Available!

Everything for 
Building, Remodeling 
& Home Improvement

Wellfleet • Orleans • South Dennis • Martha’s Vineyard • Middleboro 
                                      www.midcape.net • 800-295-9220

Grow a beautiful, healthy yard!Grow a beautiful, healthy yard!
Indoor & Outdoor Lawn & Garden Products Available!

On Sale 
in May!

Put our business banking experience 
to work for you.

Businesses on the Cape have always taken 
advantage of our experience. For over 90 
years, The Cooperative Bank of Cape Cod has 
been helping them grow and prosper.

Today, we can help you with products and 
solutions to better run your business.

Including:
•	 a variety of business checking options
•	 access to lines of credit
•	 low rates on business loans
•	 convenience of Instant Issue Debit Cards

Let our experienced bankers work with you so 
you get exactly what your business needs.

508.568.3400    mycapecodbank.com.

power in any given year. Who can afford for 
the power to be out that many hours per year? 
Certainly not businesses – the study went on to 
provide average losses to businesses during a day 
without power:

•	 The	average	restaurant	loses	$8,640	per	day.

•	 The	average	retailer	loses	$123,300	per	day.

•	 The	 average	 gas	 station	 loses	 $10,000	 per	
day.

•	 The	 average	 professional	 building	 loses	
$3,200	per	day.

Depending upon the complexity of the gener-
ator installation, one day without backup power 
would pay for the project. With an average num-
ber of hours without power each year at 65.4 in 
Massachusetts, which is greater than an average 
work week, perhaps it is time to consider protect-
ing your business with a backup generator.

It is my opinion that there are two 

major factors that will affect the 

likelihood of the power going out 

for extended periods of time in the 

Northeast region in the future: the 

combination of severe weather and 

the age and condition of the grid. 

When these two factors combine, 

extended outages are the likely 

outcome. Will you be prepared?

Backup generators are not just a good 
investment for business owners. The National 
Association of Home Builders’ Remodeling 
Market Index indicates that installing a backup 
generator in your home has a 67.5 percent return 
on your investment. With an estimated cost of 
$11,742,	there	is	a	resale	value	of	$7,922	–	better	
returns than a home office remodel.

Now is the time to be thinking of preparing 
for power outages, despite the nice weather and 
the calm of the spring. Don’t be caught in the 
dark WHEN the power goes out. 

Bernadette Braman is President of South Shore 
Generator. She can be reached at (508) 295-
7336 or Bbraman@ssgen.com.

repeat?


